BLAKE NEWS
FRIENDS OF BLAKE MUSEUM

SPRING FAIR

Spring 2018
3 new tall illuminated display cases were installed in the
Transport and Battle rooms just before Christmas. The
Museum Friends will be making a donation of £4000 towards
the cost.
The redundant wooden display case and the plan chest from
the library have been disposed of.
New displays are being created in the Bygones, Transport and
Battle rooms, utilising the increased display space there.
Artefacts held in store will now be able to be shown.
Thanks are due to all the volunteers for their usual work
during the shut-down.

Work in Progress during the shut down

In aid of Museum funds – free entry
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New display in the Bygones room
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pickles=
Bric – a – brac and books
Tombola
Refreshments and Museum Shop
Charity stalls

Please bring any items for the Fair
on a Monday or Thursday
beforehand
Shutdown Winter 2017-18
Shut Down. There has been very good progress on this. The
docks model has been re-cased and has been properly lit.
The work has been much admired. The plan drawers fitted
under the model have increased the storage capacity of large
papers. This specialist work has been done by Redwood
Joinery of Woolavington, a firm we have worked with ever
since the Museum was returned to the Town Council.
New book cases have been fitted up in the library. The
software on the IMAC there has been upgraded and bookcataloguing software has been purchased for it. Suitable
reference books donated for the Museum’s weekly book sales
have been diverted to the Museum library.

The re-cased docks model with better lighting
and plan-drawers underneath

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 22 March 10.00am – 3.00 pm Annual deep clean
ready for the new season.
Monday 26 March 10.30am – 12.00 noon Custodians and
keyholders welcome and update on the new displays.
Thursday 29 March 10.30am – 12.00 noon. Usual coffee
morning.
Tuesday 3 April. The Museum re-opens to the public.
Book sales
The book sales held during the shut down have been highly
successful and have raised, as we go to press, £563.

Models of local liveried commercial vehicles in
one of the new display cases.

Programme of Talks 2018
13 March – Rob Gardner, Quiz night
10 April – Chris Sidaway, Bridgwater Worthies
and not so Worthies
8 May – Brian Smedley, Vernon Bartlett
and the 1938 by-election
12 June – Lesley Sutcliffe, Dr Jonathan Toogood and the
Bridgwater Infirmary
10 July – Pat Hase, Shadow of a workhouse
11 September – Stewart Richards, British Cellophane Ltd
9 October – AGM
13 November – Bernice Lashbrook, Quiz night
NOTE
All talks will be held in the Blake Museum, starting at 7.30pm
unless otherwise stated. Any variation to the programme will
be announced on the News page of the Friends' web site,
www.blakemuseumfriends.org.uk, and if possible will be
published in the Bridgwater Mercury.
THIS YEAR'S EXHIBITIONS
3 April – 5 May Photos from the Douglas Allen Collection
22 May – 23 June Sedgemoor Stitchers
26 June – 28 July Photographic display TBC
31 July – 1 Sept WW1 commemoration,1918
4 Sept – 29 Sept British Cellophane Ltd exhibition
3 Oct – 28 Oct Bridgwater Baptist Art Group TBC

OBITUARY
Ken Richards, 1928-2018
Ken died on 29 January, 2018, aged 89. He was born in the
town, worked first at the Brickyards, then at the Cellophane
factory. He was an official with the TGWU, a councillor and
five times mayor. He signed on 2 June 2009 the
documentation for the return of the Museum to the Town
Council from Sedgemoor District Council.
Ken was always very supportive of the Museum and the
tradition is continued by his son Stewart, who is masterminding the restoration of the Town Mill, and his daughter-inlaw Jayne, who is catering co-ordinator and custodian.

Christmas Fair
The fair was highly successful, raising around £900. A lot of
work by many people, but very well worth it.

District council chairman Jane Moreton presenting the contract to
Bridgwater mayor Ken Richards

Philip Smeed 1939-2017

Photo: Bridgwater Mercury
Philip came to Bridgwater about 40 years ago on promotion to
chief inspector with Avon and Somerset Police and later
worked in Taunton until his retirement in 1991.
He was a member of Blake Museum Friends, and supported
numerous Bridgwater cultural and charitable groups. He was a
councillor for Bridgwater Town Council and Sedgemoor
District Council and served as mayor.
With his wife, Ute, he came to Museum coffee mornings, and
sometimes would just look into the Museum for a chat.
COFFEE MORNINGS IN AID OF FOBM FUNDS
LAST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH
10.30-12 NOON
Next one 22 February
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